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MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  conditions  of  the 
Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons 

The  Report  is  drawn  upon  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1 / 69  (Wales) 

May  I thank  you  for  the  warn  welcome  you  have  given  me  as  your  new 
Medichl  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  an  honour  to  serve  such  a forward 
looking  and  progressive  Authority. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  estimated  for  1968  17 > 930 
Area  (Consisting  of  25  parishes)  (Acres)  39*934 
Number  of  inhabitated  houses  5*744 
Rateable  Value  (As  at  the  1st  April,  1969)  £2,292,572 
Actual  product  of  Penny  Rate  1968/1969  7*147 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Number  (Male  147)  (Female-  158)  305 

Rate  per  population  19.21 

Illegitimate  live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  7.21 

Stillbirths 

Number  (Male  3)  (Female  2)  5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  3.22 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  310 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infants  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  5 

Total  Infants  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  16.12 

Legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  38.86 

Illegitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  45*45 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks)  per 

1,000  total  live  births  13.11 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 week)  per 

1,000  total  live  births  6.1 5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined)  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  16.39 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of  deaths  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  3.22 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  17*44 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1 6 . 9 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  17*92 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14*0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  18.74 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18.0 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  13.76 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  O.65 

DEATH  RATE 

The  Number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  195 

(Male  108)  (Female  87)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  9*62 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9 

Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  13.68 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36  headings 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Malignant  Neoplasm.  - Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Etc. 

Diabetes  Mellitis 
Mental  Disorders 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  Etc. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases.,  Geni to -Urinary  System 
Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy,Etc. 
Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 
Congenital  Anomalies 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  Etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  Other  Accidents 
All  Other  External  Causes 


2 

9 


1 

8 

4 

2 

1 

2 


32 

3 

13 

6 

1 

7 

7 


1 

1 


1 


2 

3 

2 


P. 

1 

5 

5 

7 

2 


1 

4 

14 

10 

12 

3 

7 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

87 


Totals 


108 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  ' THE  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  throe  Public  Health  Inspectors 
(Whole  tine  Officers). 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947>  these  are  adninistcrcd  by  the 
Welsh  Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monnouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
arc  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  administration  of  the 
Services  under  Part  III,  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a sunnary  of  these  Services s- 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Hone  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Innunisation. 

(6)  Anbulancc  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  oof  Illness,  Care  and  After cane. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act 
and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 
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PARTICULARS  OP  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH 

A.-  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Bishton 

Houses 

182 

182 

520 

Served 

520 

Coedkemew 

. 56 

51 

165 

148 

Duffryn 

98 

92 

290 

270  . 

Goldcliff 

68 

64 

220 

207 

Graig 

829 

800 

2570 

2482 

Henllys 

110 

92 

310 

249 

Koneys  Inferior 

47 

24 

150 

72 

Langs tone 

709 

694 

2244 

2194 

Llandavenny 

10 

10 

34 

34 

Llannartin 

100 

96 

320 

307 

Llanvaches 

88 

39 

262 

96 

Llanwem 

102 

102 

305 

305 

Loner  Machen 

44 

16 

145 

50 

Magor 

191 

191 

592 

592 

Marshfield 

339 

331 

1150 

1123 

Mi  chad  s t one  -y-Fe  dw 

67 

54 

190 

146 

Nash 

93 

90 

323 

313 

Pcnhon 

132 

112 

409 

341 

Peters  tone  Wentloog 

62 

59 

200 

190 

Redwick 

58 

56 

167 

160 

Rogers tone 

1928 

1906 

5987 

5913 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

81 

65 

250 

196 

St.  Mellons 

325 

318 

1050 

1027 

Whitson 

20 

18 

60 

53 

Wil crick 

5 

5 

17 

17 

Br.“  Private  Supplies. 
Coedkeiiiew  As  above 

5 

As  above 

17 

Duffryn 

11 

6 

II 

20 

Goldcliff 

1! 

4 

II 

13 

Graig  . 

1! 

29 

II 

88 

Henllys 

1! 

18 

II 

61 

Kencys  Inferior 

11 

23 

II 

78 

Langs tone 

11 

15 

11 

50 

Llannartin 

11 

4 

11 

13 

Llanvaches 

49 

ti 

166 

Loner  Machen 

ti 

28 

II 

95 

Marshf ield 

11 

8 

II 

27 

Michaels tonc-y-Fedw 

II 

13 

II 

44 

Nash 

ii 

3 

II 

10 

Penhovt ' 

11 

20 

II 

68 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

It 

3 

10 

Redwick 

ii 

2 

II 

7 

Rogers tone 

it 

22 

II 

74 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

II 

16 

54 

St.  Mellons 

ii 

7 

11 

23 

Whitson 

1? 

2 

11 

7 

5,744 

5,744 

17,930 

17,930 

HOUSING 

Number  of  now  houses  erected  during  the  years 
(i)  By  Local  Authority  70 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  209 
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PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1 969,  received  the  Royal 
Assent  in  July,  1968,  and  Part  III  dealing  with  notifiable  diseases  and 
food  poisoning  became  operative  on  1st  October,  1969.  It  repeals 
earlier  provisions  relating  to  notification  procedures  and  sets  out 
unified  procedures.  It  also  includes  provisions  concerning  the 
medical  examination  of  a person  suffering  from,  or  believed  to  be  the 
cause  of  a notifiable  disease. 

The  principal  changes  from  earlier  Regulations  ares-  Acute  primary 
pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  acute  rheumatism  and  puerperal 
pyrexia  are  no  longer  notifiable,  and  tetanus  and  yellow  fever  require 
for  the  first  tine  to  be  notified. 

Leptospirosis,  hitherto  to  be  notified  only  in  certain  areas  is  now 
to  be  notified  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

Infective  jaundice  became  notifiable  in  all  areas  on  the  15th  June, 
1968,  and  the  powers  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a district  to 
vaccinate  contacts  of  persons  suffering  from  smallpox  have  been  extended 
to  other  diseases. 

Section  48  (Fees)  of  the  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968, 
requires  a medical  practioner  to  notify  any  case  or  suspected  case  of 
notifiable  disease  or  food  poisoning  by  certificate  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  a fee  of  five  shillings  for  each  certificate  duly  sent  is 
payable  by  the  local  authority  to  the  medical  practioner  concerned. 

Section  144  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  modified,  states  that 
any  medical  practioner  who  fails  to  send  a certificate  which  is  required 
by  this  section  to  bo  sent,  shall  bo  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  ten 
pounds,  unless  he  satisfies  the  Court  that  the  disease  had  been  notified 
by  another  practioner. 

The  measles  vaccination  compaign  appears  to  be  succeeding.  In  the 
last  quarter  of  1 968 , there  were  37*000  notifications  in  England  and  Wales, 
compared  with -135*000  in  the  last  quarter  of  1966,  when  the  last  winter 
epidemic  was  in  progress.  Thus  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  would  have 
been  expected  during  the  winter  of  1968/1969  did  not  materialise  by  the 
end  of  December. 

It  is  hoped  that  measles  will  become  a historic  disease  in  a few  years. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation  in  Childhood.  - Measles  - May,  1968  s 


In'  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  vaccination  against  measles  was  offered 
from  May,  1968  to  susceptible  children  between  their  forth  .and  seventh 
birthdays  and  to  susceptible  children  between  first  and  forth  birthdays 
if  they  are  attending  day  nurseries  or  nursery  schools  or  living  in 
residential  establishments . When  the  supplies  of  vaccine  become  more 
plentiful  it  is  hoped  to  vaccinate  all  susceptible  children  up  to  the 
age  of  1 5 years . 

Revised  Schedules  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  procedures  in  Childhood 
and  their  timing. 


Ages  ; 

r - i 

Prophylactic  s 

f 

Interval s 

— ■ - ■ 

Notes  s 

i 

During  1 st  ! 
year  of  j 

life. 

1 

f 

\ 

i 

J 

| 

Diptheria/Tetanus/Pertussis 
+ Oral  Polio  Vaccine  (1st 
Dose) . 

Polio  Vaccine  (2nd  Dose). 

1 

1 

j 

Preferably  after 
interval  of  6 - 
8 Yreeks. 

The  earliest  stage 
at  which  the  1st 
dose  should  be  given 
is  3 months,  but 
better  to  wait  until 
six  months. 

i 

\ 

| 

i 

Polio  Vaccine  (3rd  Dose) . 

Preferably  after 
4 months. 

j 

During  2nd 
year  of 
life. 

i 

Measles  Vaccine/Smallpox 
Vaccine. 

| 

At  5 years  i 
School 
Entry . 

Diptheria/Tetanus  and 
Oral  Polio  Vaccine. 
Smallpox  re-vaccination. 

! 

At  15-19 
years 
School 
Leaving. 

5 

\ 

f 

..Polio  Vaccine  (Oral) 
Tetanus  Toxoid, 

'Smallpox  re-vaccination. 

' 

Also  between  10  - 13  years,  B.C.G.  Vaccine  is  given  for  tuberculin 
negative  children,, 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Age  at  date  of  vaccination 


Primary 


0 

3 

6 

9 

1 

2 


~ 3 months 

-6  " 

- 9 

-12  ” 
year 

- 4 Years 

-15  " 


21 

20 

3 


TRIPLE  ANTIGEN  D.O.B. 


Year  of  Birth 


1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-1964 

Others  under  age  16. 


Primary 

1 

50 

5 

1 

2 


tetanus/diptheria . 


Year  of  Birth 


1968 
1967 
1 966 
1965 

I96I-I964 

Others  under  age  16, 


Year  of  Birth 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-1964 

Others  under  age  16, 


Year  of  Birth 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-1964 

Others  under  age  16, 


Primary 

1 

3 

1 


DIPTHERIA, 


Primary 


TETANUS. 


Primary 


Re-Vaccination 


Re- vaccination 


18 

68 

10 

45 


Re -vaccination 


6 

10 

6 

103 

4 


Re-vaccination 


1 

7 


Re-vaccination 


1 

1 
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POLIOMYELITIS 


ORAL  VACCINATIONS 


i 

Completed  Primary  Doses: 

Reinforcing  Doses s 

CLINIC 

Firsts 

Seconds 

CO 

VO 

cr\ 

v— 

C — 

vo 

CSV 

V 

VO 

VO 

OV 

LTV 

VO 

OV 

V 

^1- 

vo 

\ — 
VO 
CSV 

Others 
under 
age  16 

vo 

OV 

VO 

VO 

ov 

: LTV 
VO 
CSV 

V- 

vo. 

V 

VO 
CT\ 
n — 

Others 
under 
age  16 

LANGSTONE 

9 

9 

9 

20 

ROGERSTONE 

48 

48 

40 

7 

2 

96 

1 

LLANMARTIN 

43 

43 

1 

38 

2 

1 

2 

1 

53 

DASSALEG 

12 

12 

9 

1 

3 

17 

I/DBILE  CLINIC 

19 

19 

16 

4 

35 

TOTALS? 

131 

131 

1 

112 

13 

2 

7 

1 

221 

1 

l 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1968. 


New  Cases  s Deaths  s 


Age 

, 

j i 

Non 

Non 

-p 

0 

Groups i 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

1 — 1 

cd 

+3 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

0 

Eh 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Eh 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 year 

- 

■ - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

5 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 15  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 25  " 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

-j" 

- 

- 

25 

- 35  **• 

1 

1 

- 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

35 

- 45  '!- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

45 

- 65  " 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

and  over 

3 

mm 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  t 

4 

1 r 

- 

2 

7 

- 

- 

■ - 

- 

11 


n-t  ir**  l'™  t,LL  L'-'  u-  i-  o l tj  Lt»u  [_  u .'^  a.  c*t{_  L UJj 
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Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1968 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Fluoridation  of  Drinking  Water 


There  is  only  a nininal  amount  of  fluoride  in  the  water  supplied  to 
this  area  by  the  Taf  Fechan  and  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water 
Boards 0 The  Health  Committed  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  has 
indicated  that  it  is  in  favour  of  the  fluoridation  of  drinking  water  to 
the  optimum  recommended  level  of  1 part  per  million.  By  July  of  next 
year  the  results  of  the  Eleven  year  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  United 
■Kingdom  will  we  hope  be  published.  The  1st  report  after  5 years  of 
fluoridation  showed  clearly  the  extent  of  the  reduction  in  dental  decay 
in  the  temporary  teeth  of  those  children  who  ha  consumed  fluoridated 
water  since  birth. 


FOOD  POISONING 


Some  10,000  cases  of  food  poisoning  are  reported  annually  in  England 
and  Wales  5 in  this  area  there  were  26  cases  reported. 

The  actual  number-  that  occurs  is  undoubtedly  much  higher  because 
many  cases,  particularly  mild  ones  go  unreport od. 

Bacteria  are  the  most  common  cause  of  food  poisoning  and  salnonellas 
are  responsible  for  6j/o  of  cases.  It  is  now  abundantly  clear  that  the 
herds  of  domestic  animals  and  the  flocks  of  domestic  poultry  are  the  main 
reservoirs  of  the  salmonella©.  It  is  a matter  of  some  interest  and 
considerable  concern  that  in  this  area  we  have  recently  isolated  these 
organisms  from  raw  liquid  egg  products . 

However,  in  the  egg-breaking-out  plants  in  this  area,  the  ©tandards 
of  hygiene  practised  are  exceptionally  high  and  we  have  little  to  fear  in 
the  nature  of  an  epidemic . from  this  source. 
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In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the- Officers  of  all  Departments 


of  the  Council  for  their  kind  and  willing  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  J.  POWELL , M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.Sc., 

D.Obst.  R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  Offices, 

Banos well, 

Newport,  Mon. 

NPT  4ST 

Telephone:  Newport  64I8I, 
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MAGOR  AMD  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUDLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St,  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  ray  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

During  the  year,  Mr.A.H.  Tomkins  left  the  Department  to  accept  a 
similar  post  with  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council.  As  a result  of  this 
change,  I was  without  assistance  for  some  tine  during  the  year  as 
Mr.  G.  Ashford  had  already  left  to  work  with  Waltham  Holy  Cross  Urban 
District  Council.  However,  Mr.  B.  Howells  was  appointed  in  May,  1968, 
and  Mr.  G.  Ashford  returned  to  the  Department  and  commenced  duties  in 
June  of  the  same  year. 

Housing  as  usual  has  occupied  a large  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Department.  The  White  Paper  promised  by  the  Government  in  the  early 
spring  duly  materialised  entitled  1 Old  Houses  into  New  Homes  ’ . The 
proposals  in  the  White  Paper  have  been  incorporated  in  the  Housing  Bill 
which  is  now  being  considered  by  Parliament. 

It  foreshad ows  quite  considerable  changes  in  legislation  relating  to 
houses  individually  and  on  an  area  basis.  Since  the  consolidation  of 
the  basic  housing  law  in  the  1957  Act,  there  has  been  a steady  stream  of 
additional  and  amending  legislation  affecting  powers  and  opportunities 
given  to  local  authorities  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions.  The  powers  have  gradually  become  wider  in  scope,  but  with 
the  fairly  rapidly  changing  conditions,  it  cannot  now  be  said  to  be 
effective . 

However,  the  new  White  Paper  heralds  a plan  for  a shift  in  the  emphasis 
of  our  housing  effort.  After  the  war  the  principal  aim  was  first  to 

overcome  a severe  shortage  of  houses  by  building  as  many  nevr  houses  as 
possible  and  then  replace  the  worst  by  new  houses.  Later,  owners  were 
encouraged  by  grants  to  carry  out  improvements.  Whilst  a good  deal  of 
improvement  work  has  been  done,  the  results  of  persuasion  have  not  been 
an  outstanding  success. 
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The  Government  now  intends  that  a greater  share  should  go  to  the 
improvement  of  older  houses.  This  is  obviously  sound.  It  makes  good 
economic  sense  to  spend  much  more  to  save  areas  of  sound  old  houses  from 
lapsing  into  slums,  and  it  also  makes  good  social  sense  to  make  the  houses 
in  which  many  families  will  have  to  live  for  many  years,  into  comfortable 
and  convenient  houses. 

It  is  proposed  to  stimulate  improvement  in  a number  of  ways.  The 
maximum  grant  is  to  be  raised  from  £400  to  £1,000  and  the  maximum  standard 
grant  from  £155  to  £200.  For  the  conversion  of  a house  of  3 or  more, 
storeys  into  flats,  the  maximum  grant  will  be  raised  from  £500  to  £1,200 
for  each  flat  provided. 

During  the  year  27  discretionary  grants  and  10  standard  grants  were 
approved.  16  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  improvement  grants 
and  1,613  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rural  housing  surveys. 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  the  result  of  25 
Informal  Notices  being  served  upon  the  owners  concerned s- 


Number  of 

it  ti 

m it 

n it 

ti  ii 

ii  ii 

it  it 

it  it 

it  it 

it  ii 

ii  ti 

n ii 

ii  it 

ti  it 

it  ti 

ii  it 

ti  ti 

n ii 

it  ii 


walls  made  damps- proof 
sashcords  provided  to  windows 
windows  and  window,  frames  repaired 
roofs  repaired 

gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired 
doors  repaired  or  renewed 
floors  repaired  or  renewed 
ceilings  repaired 
skirting  boards  repaired 
blocked  drains  cleared 
chimneys  repaired 
sinlcs  provided 

W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service 
water  pipes  repaired 

W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired 
or  renewed 

grates  repaired  or  renewed 
cesspools  made  good 
new  cesspools  provided 
new  drains  provided 
drains  relaid 


7 

9 

5 

6 

7 

4 

8 
3 

5 

12 

8 

1 

3 

1 

3 

7 
5 
5 

8 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


All  cases  of  notified  diseases  were  visited  and  investigated  and 
terminal  disinfection  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  45 

Houses  disinfected  ...  Nil 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  Nil 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Rodent  control  has  and  always  will  in  my  mind,  play  an  important  part 
in  public  health  work.  It  has  been  commented  on  that  the  extermination 
of  the  rodent  is  certainly  one  of  the  less  glamorous  sides  and  perhaps  one 
of  the  least  publicised  aspects  of  public  health  work.  It  is  estimated 
that  2 - yj’o  of  properties  are  infested  or  become  infested  annually,  and 
although  this  may  not  seem  to  be  a large  percentage,  nevertheless 
improvements  can  and  should  be  made  when  new  techniques  become  available. 

The  Ministry  recently  drew  the  attention  of  local  authorities  to  the 
increase  in  the  rural  rat  population.  The  Ministry's  concern  is  borne 
out  by  the  increasing  number  of  complaints  received  by  the  Authority. 

In  the  field  of  rodent  control,  the  public  health  inspector  has  a 
responsibility  and  an  opportunity.  This  responsibility  is  to  reduce  to 
a minimum  the  loss  by  v/ay  of  waste  of  human  and  animal  foodstuffs,  and  an 
opportunity  to  rid  areas  of  the  country  of  rats,  bearing  in  mind  the  tools 
at  his  disposal.  Any  new  and  effective  methods  of  treatment  are  always 
welcome  but  unfortunately  many  treatments  have  the  disadvantage  of  requiring 
long  term  baiting  and  also  creating  problems  of  tolerance. 

Again,  I must  pay  tribute  to  Mr.R.U.  Braithwaite,  Pest  Specialist, 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  for  his  prompt  and  valuable 
assistance  in  all  aspects  of  rodent  control. 
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The  following  work  was  undertaken  h y the  Rodent  Operative  during  the 
year 


Non- Agricultural  Agricultural 


1 . Number  of  properties  in  district 

5,339 

455 

2 . a. 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification. 

770 

35 

b 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

739 

33 

(ii) Mice 

31 

2 

3.  a. 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification. 

558 

1 

b. 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

538 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

20 

- 

Other  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during  the  year,  concerned 
complaints  in  respect  of  the  followings- 


19  requests  to  remove  swams/casts  of  bees  and  wasps,  14  requests  to 
eradicate  ants  from  dwellings,  4 requests  to  remove  bats  from  roof  spaces, 

6 requests  to  eradicate  fly  infestations,  1 request  to  deal  with  silverfish 
and  1 request  to  deal  with  earwigs.  A request  was  also  received  from  an 
Officer  of  the  Usk  River  Authority  to  bury  a carcase  of  a dead  sheep  found 
in  a reen  in  the  St,  Brides  Wentloog  area. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


(i)  Direct  to  all  houses  ...  5459 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  8 


PIPED  SUPPLIES 


21  Samples  of  treated  water  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  - 18  of  which  proved  satisfactory  and  3 unsatisfactory.  These 
samples  were  taken  from  dwellings  supplied  by  the  Cardiff  City  and  Newport 
and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Boards. 
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A further  16  sapples  of  untreated  water  were  also  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  - 12  of  which  proved  satisfactory  and  4 
unsatisfactory. 

193-  samples  were  taken  from  premises  within  the  Rural  District  by  the 
Newport,  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board.  187  of  these  samples  proved 
satisfactory  and  6 were  unsatisfactory. 

279  connections  from  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board 
mains  were  made  in  1968;  all  of  which  \?ere  to  new  houses. 


• SHOPS  ACT,  195.0. 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950*  relating 
to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 


SLAUGHTER  OP  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  7 butchers' shops  within  the  Rural  District.  There  are  no 
licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  neat  for  sale  in  these  shops  being 
collected  from  neighbouring  public  and  private  slaughterhouses. 

One  application  was  received  for  renewal  of  a licence  to  slaughter 
pigs  only,  which  was  granted  by  the  Council  during  1968. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OP  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960. 

During  the  year  important  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
Act,  1968,  came  into  operation  except  for  the  portion  dealing  with  gipsies, 
who  ate  referred  not  fay  race  but  as  persons  of  nomadic  habit  of  life, 
excluding  travelling  showmen  or  circus  people  travelling  together  as  such. 

In  essence,  the  Act  sets  out  to  protect  caravan  dwellers. 

Provisions  of  the  Act  are  designed  to  give  a measure  of  security  of 
tenure  and  protection  from  harassment  similar  to  that  enjoyed  under  the 
Rent  Acts  by  people  living  in  permanent  dwellings,  to  some  thousands  of 
people  who  live  in  caravans  and  who  rent  pitches  on  caravan  sites  or  who 
rent  both  caravans  and  pitches. 
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The  Act  makes  it  unlawful,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Court,  to 
deprive  a person  of  the  pitch,  or  of  the  caravan  and  pitch  which  has 
been  hired  to  hin,  or  to  harass  him  with  the  intention  of  making  him 
give  them  up.  It  also  gives  the  Court  powers  to  suspend  any  Order 
made  for  possession  that  they  made  for  up  to  twelve  months  at  a time.  ' 
The  Court  may  review  or  extend  the  time  and  fix  terms  and  conditions. 

The  foregoing  relates  to  Part  I of  the  Act. 

Part  II  deals  with  gipsies  and  other  people  of  such  peripatic  nature 
and  will  be  implemented  as  soon  as  conditions  permit.  It  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  County  Council  to  provide  caravan  sites.  Clearly,  there 
is  a difficult  problem  with  these  wandering  people  and  equally  clearly 
there  is  no  effective  national  policy  .solving  it.  Apart  from  a few, 
the  general  policy  of  the  local  authorities  is' to  more  or  less  harass 
any  gipsies-,  who  settle  temporarily  in  their  district  until  they  are  made 
to  move  on,  so  passing  the  problem  to  another  authority.  One  cannot 
blame  the  authorities  entirely  for  this  attitude  as  the  make-shift  gipsy 
encampment  often  creates  a great  deal  of  nuisance. 

There  are  4 licensed  sites  within  the  area,  each  receiving  regular 
inspections  during  the  year. 

18  renewal  applications  for  licenses  for  the  siting  of  individual 
caravans  were  dealt  with  and  granted  during  1968* 

No  licenses  were  issued  unless  planning  permission  was  given  in  each 
case  and  that  the  Department  were  satisfied  with  existing  conditions. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  -1 964. 


1 licence  was  issued  in  1968  to  an  itinerant  collector  operating  in 
the  Rural  District,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  of  this  Regulation. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


During  the  year,  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  i3  exposed, 
sold  or  in  preparation  for  sale  kept  the  Department  well  occupied.  Within 
the  area  there  are  22  canteens  and  7”!  shops  and  74  general  inspections 
were  made . 
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I feel  convinced  that  over  a long  experience , the  standards  of 
cleanliness  in  food  premises  are  much  more  closely  related  to  management 
and  the  cleansing  techniques  in  use,  than  the  structural  facilities 
provided.  Modem  buildings  and  equipment,  whilst  making  cleansing 
an  easier  task,  cannot  guarantee  that  suitable  standards  will  be 
achieved.  In  the  final  analyses,  the  highest  standard  will  be 
obtained  only  when  approved  techniques  are  carefully  and  constructively 
applied. 

Steady  improvement  in  general  food  hygiene  has  shown  itself  from  the 
frequent  and  informal  approach  of  the  Department.  These  results  rely 
to  a large  extent  upon  the  impact  of  the  personality  of  the  person  making 
the  inspection  upon  the  food  handlers  in  question.  I feel  too,  that 
education  and  interest  is  also  bringing  about  a changed  outlook  in  the 
various  trades,  resulting  in  a real  and  permanent  improvement  by 
co-operation. 

The  improvement  of  standards  of  hygiene  in  industry  is  highly 
important  and  the  problems  involved  are  immense  ranging  from  the  hygiene 
of  the  workers  and  the  maintenance  of  equipment  in  a clean  condition,  to 
the  imposition  of  strict  purity  standards.  Too  frequently  regarded  as 
a necessary  but  expensive  burden,  effective  cleansing  should  be  viewed  as 
part  of  the  production  cycle.  Properly  planned,  supervised  and  carried 
out,  it  forms  part  of  the  factory’s  quality  control  procedure.  It  enhances 
the  product's  reputation  and  reliability,  and  by  reducing  the  spoilage  and 
decay,  by  preventing  interruptions  of  the  product  in  process,  it 
contributes  to,  rather  than  curtails,  profit  accumulation. 

The  freezing  of  food  also  plays  an  important  part  and  presents  an 
increasing  challenge  to  other  methods  of  preservation  of  food.  The 
increasing  use  of  low  temperature  treatment  of  foods  calls  for  a careful 
check  being  kept  on  cold  and  deep-freeze  display  ca  inets  to  ensure  that 
maximum  safety  rules  are  maintained  and  products  are  in  a sound  condition 
when  sold  to  the  public,  this  being  the  point  at  which  the  particular 
interest  and  responsibility  of  the  Department  arises. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the.  Warehouse  premises  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Evans 
and  Company,  Limited,  Rogerstone,  in  connection  with  the  Voluntary  Surrender 
of  unsound  food,  and  the  issuing  of  the  Condemnation  Certificates  by  the 
Department . 
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The  following  articles  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  during  the 
year  1 9^8  s — 


Tinned  Meats  s 

Lbs . 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fruits ; 

Tins . 

Cooked  Han 

88. 

0 

Grapefruit 

A3.  9 

Pork  Shoulder 

8. 

14 

Fruit  Salad 

2i's  5 

Corned  Beef 

69. 

. 1 

Strawberries 

I's  14 

Chopped  Han 

7. 

10 

Raspberries 

1‘s  10 

Chopped  Han/ Pork 

47. 

15 

Blackberries 

I’s  9 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

42. 

15 

Prunes 

16  oz  10 

Shoulder  Han 

13. 

0 

Orange  Juice 

I's  1 

Lunch  Tongues 

3. 

2 

Tonato  Juice 

2 ' s 2 

Chopped  Pork 

7 

4 

Tinned  Vegetables 

s Tins . 

Span 

6. 

4 

Jellied  Veal 

16. 

0 

Potatoes 

22 

Stewed  Steak 

14. 

0 

Garden  Peas  ■ 

49 

Egg  & Han  Roll 

3. 

4 

Macedoines 

2 

Han  & Beef 

1. 

4 

Sphagetti  Hoops 

7 

Sausage  & Beans 

8. 

5 

Sphagetti 

19 

Steak  & Gravy 

3. 

0 

Tonatoes 

74 

Steak  & Kidney 

6. 

0 

Butter  Beans 

17 

Chicken  & Han  Roll 

2. 

0 

Broad  Beans 

12 

Hariburghers 

3. 

0 

Baked  Beans 

202 

Curried  Beans 

24 

Other  Meats s 

Lbs . 

ozs . 

Carrots 

73 

Hind  Quarter  Beef 

44 

0 

Processed  Peas 

179 

Tinned  Milk  / Creans 

Grilled  Mushrooms 

3 

Tins . 

Evaporated  Milk 

10 

Tinned  Puddings/Sweets s Tins. 

Crean  4 oz/  6 oz. 

27 

Senolina 

2 

Baby  Poods  & Soups 

198 

ScLjfJC 

7 

► 

Tapioca 

13 

Tinned  Fishs 

1 ins  • 

Rice 

74 

Brio lings/Sardines 

5 

Puddings  various 

14 

Shrinps 

7 

Pish  Stew 

•3 

Frozen 

Poods  t 

Lanb  Chops 

5 Lbs. 

13ozs. 

Faggots 

2 Packets, 

Breast  of  Lanb 

4 Lbs. 

6ozs. 

Plaice  Fillets 

1-5  Packets, 

Beef 

5 Lbs. 

Oozs. 

Kipper  Fillets 

7 Packets, 

Lanbs  Liver 

2 Lbs. 

12ozs. 

Cod  Steaks 

2 Packets, 

Chicken 

18  Lbs. 

8ozs. 

Broad  Beano 

9 Packets, 
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Sprouts 

Hake 

Fish  Slices 


8 Packets 


Rainbow  Trout 


2 Packets 
6 Packets 


Sausage  Rolls 


14  Packets 
1 Packet . 
7 Packets 


Frozen  Peas 


Steaklets 


Snoked  Haddock 


9 Packets. 
17  Packets 


All  condemned  foodstuffs  are  taken  to  the  nearest  refuse  tip  and 
buried  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I feel  that  brief  mention  should  be  made  of  the  substantial  increase 
in  the  catering  of  food  for  customers  in  public  houses.  With  the  advent 
of  the  breathalyser,  licensees  are  looking  for  ways  of  increasing  trade 
and  many  are  now  goihg  in  for  catering  on  a larger  scale.  Consequently 
this  calls  for,  and  is  sufficient  reason  for,  closer  surveillance. 

Licensed  houses  are  covered  by  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
I960,  whether  catering  is  undertaken  or  otherwise. 

Although  the  36  licensed  houses  represent  only  the  smaller  number  of 
food  premises  within  the  area,  nevertheless  it  is  important  that  they 
should  be  frequently  inspected. 

I -have  always  found  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  sufficient 
in  themselves  to  deal  with  any  contraventions  that  may  arise. 

Luring  the  inspections  I have  been  approached  on  several  occasions 
and  questioned  as  to  the  lack  of  wash  hand  basins  for  the  customer.  Un- 
fortunately it  is  not  yet  a statutory  obligation.  However,  the  Brewers 
are  very  co-operative  and  have  in  many  instances  provided  the  necessary 
amenities.  It  is  hoped  that  in  tine  all  such  places  will  be  provided 
with  these  amenities. 

It  has  always  been  stressed  as  to  the  importance  of  all  concerned, 
notably  children  and  food  handlers,  to  wash  their  hands  after  use  of  the 
watercloset  at  school  and  work  - I feel  is  is  just  as  important  to  be  able 
to  remember  and  observe  this  important  rule  of  hygiene  when  pleasure  bent. 

112  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  all  minor  contraventions  and 
requirements  found  in  the  course  of  inspections  Y/ere  satisfactorily  dealt 
with. 


Luring  the  past  year  the  number  of  poultry  killed  for  human  consumption 
has  increased  tremendously  and  the  poultry  trade  has  fast  become  important 
in  the  field  of  the  food  industry,  and  where  in  the  past  it  was  regarded 
as  a luxury  for  the  food  table,  it  is  now  more  or  less  a common  occurrence 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 
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in  the  every  day  fare  of  the  community . 


..  Resulting  fron  the  growth  of  the  industry,  the  Ministry  felt  that 
nore  tine  and  attention  should  he  given  to  inspection  at  the  processing 
estahlishnent . It  was  apparent  in  sone  parts  of  the  country  that  the 
nethods  of  sone  processing  estahlishnents  were  not  as  hygienic  as  they 
should  be.  In  consequence, with  the  request  of  the  Ministry,  the 
nunber  of  inspections  were  increased  in  proportion  to  the  work  carried 
out  at  such  premises 0 The  Departnent  is  endeavouring  to  naintain  the 
nunber  of  visits  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  majority  of  the  poultry  is 
exanined  at  the  establishment  before  reaching  the  public. 


The  following  figures  relate  to  poultry  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  Departnent  during  the  year  1968s- 


Nunber  of  poultry  processing  estahlishnents  within  the  district  2 
Nunber  of  visits  to  these  premises  45 
Nunber  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  29,880 
Type  of  birds  processed  Hens/Capons 
Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  Q.'i&fo 
Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  4714  lbs 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963. 


Throughout  the'  year,  regular  inspections  were  made  at  the  Rogerstone 
factory,  under  the  ownership  of  Messrs,  Wick  and  Company  (Egg  Products) 
Limited. 

Each  week  two  sanples  of  the  product  are  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  one  of  pasteurised  whole  egg  and  the 
other  of  separated  egg  white. 

In  the  case  of  the  forner,  the  purpose  of  the  Sampling  is  to  establish 
the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation.  This  is  a Statutory  requirement  and  I 
am  happy  to  report  that  in  every  case,  the  sample  satisfied  the  alpha-amylase 
test  which  is  devised  for  this  purpose. 

Of  the  47  samples  of  separated  egg  whites  which  were  exanined  for  the 
presence  of  pathogenic  organisms,  only  one  sample  proved  to  bo  unsatisfactory. 
In  this  instance,  notification  was  received  that  an  organism  of  the 
Salmonella  Group  (later  established  as  Salmonella  Hcidelburg)  had  been 
Prompt  action  was  taken  to  ensure  that  this  particular 


isolated. 


consignment  was  not  distributed  for  use  as  a food  ingredient.  That  This 
action  was  possible  typifies  the  close  co-operation  between  the  Health 
Department,  the  factory  management  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Once  again,  I an  happy  to  comment  on  the  exemplary  hygiene  conditions 
at  this  factory.  During  each  visit  I sensed  an  acute  awareness  by  the 
management  of  the  need  for  the  maintenance  of  these  standards  as  part  of 
their  endeavour  to  obtain  a satisfactory  product. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  vast  business  of  the  distribution  of.  milk,  i.e.  from  the 
producers  to  the  consumers,  has  remained  largely  the  responsibility  of 
the  local  authority.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  attention  has  again  been  focussed  by  the  Ifepartment 
on  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  dairy  plant  and  equipment  and  also  the 
sampling  of  the  treated  product.  The  transport  of  milk  has  also  cone 
in  for  keen  observation. 

Having  regard  to  the  increasing  magnitude  of  this  industry, 
complaints  from  the  general  public  have  been  relatively  few  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  deal  only  informally  with  the  producer  or 
distributor  as  the  case  may  be,  when  complaints  have  arisen.  Fortunately, 
on  no  occasion  was  there  cause  for  legal  action  for  contraventions  of 
the  Regulations. 

17  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 


THE  I OH  C ILIA1.1  (HEAT  TREATMENT , ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1959/1963. 

Today  we  all  accept  that  the  normal  household  groceries  invariably 
include  ice-cream,  thus  forming  an  important  item  in  the  family  fare.  This, 
too,  indicates  to  the  department  that  a watchful  eye  must  be  kept  on  this 
important  oommcdity. 

Because  of  outbreaks  in  the  past  giving  rise  to  public  health  danger, 
the  ice-cream  trade  has  been  brought  under  rigid  control  . 
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The  advent,  of  progressive  legislation  over  a number  of  years  has 
led  to  a large  reduction  in  the  number  of  producers  and  the  virtual 
elimination  of  the  small  back  street  trader.  It  can  be  safely  said 

that  two  large  firms  dominate  approximately  JQffs  of  today's  trade. 

Control  is  governed  chiefly  by  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  Etc) 
Regulations,  1 959 • Briefly  ice-cream  cannot  be  sold  unless  it  has 
been  kept  at  a temperature  not  exceeding  29°E  (-2°C)  since  it  was 

frozen.  If  it  does  rise  above  this  temperature  it  has  to  be  subjected 
to  heat  treatment  again.  The  Department  is  mindful  during  inspections, 
that  the  ice-cream  is  sold  from  modern  cabinets  in  which  adequate 
temperature  control  is  maintained. 

All  premises  where  ice-cream  is  sold  must  be  registered  with  the 
local  authority.  Twentyfive  inspections  and  15  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  all  samples 
satisfying  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


Since  the  inception  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railways  Premises 
Act,  inspections  have  been  organised  on  a regular  basis,  and  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Act  is  proving  to  be  an  effective  instrument  for  the 
improvement  and  control  of  the  working  environment  for  persons  employed 
in  commercial  premises. 

Just  as  the  public  health  inspector  has  a vital  part  to  play  in 
achieving  good  health  in  the  life  of  the  community;  in  prevention  of 
disease 5 the  production,  manufacture  and  sale  and  storage  of  food;  so 
therefore  he  is  capable  by.  reason  of  his  training  and  experience  of 
securing  in  all  premises  where  people  are  employed,  suitable  and 
congenial  working  conditions, including  all  the  enviromental  matters  of 
cleanliness,  overcrowding,  heating  and  ventilation  etc. 

A continuing  programme  of  re -inspect ions , advice  and  guidance  is 
always  necessary  if  the  standard  of  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
employees  are  to  be  maintained.  , 

Tine  has  been  spent  on  work  arising  from  previous  inspections  and 
subsequent  follow-up  visits  to  ensure  that  recommendations  made  by  the 
department  have  been  implemented.  Inspections  did  not  reveal  any 
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widespread  evidence  of  unsatisfactory, conditions  and  the  contraventions 
found  were  minor  in  character. 


Fourteen  accidents  were  reported  to  the  department  during  the  year 
and  were  duly  investigated.  None  of  these  accidents  were  fatal  and 
in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  recommend  prosecution  of  the 
employers  for  failure  to  comply  with  requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  registrations  effected  and 
the  number  of  inspections  made  during  1968s- 


TABLE  - A. 


Class  of  Premises  s 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year. 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

Number  of  — - 
registered 

premises  ■ ■; 

receiving 
one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  the 
year. 

Offices: 

3 

15 

15 

Retail  Shops: 

1 

28 

28 

'Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses:  2 

4 

4 

Catering  Establishments, 

Canteens : - 

21 

21 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  s 

- 

1 

1 

Totals : 

6 

69 

69 

TABLE  - 3. 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises s 88 

(including  General  Inspections).  ~ 
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TABLE  - C 


Analysis  by  Y/orkplace  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  at 
end  of  year.;- 


Glass  of  Workplace; 


Number  of  Persons  Employed ; 


Offices  % 737 
Retail  Shops s 75 
Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses;  l6l 
Catering  Establishments;  148 
Canteens  s 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  % 1 


Total  % 


1122 


Total  Males  s 595 


Total  Females ; 527 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928-1960. 


During  the  year,  the  42  established  installations  within  the  rural 
district  were  visited  by  a member  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Department  of 
the  Monmouthshire  County  Fire  Brigade  and  a member  of  this  Department. 
Seventeen  letters  were  sent  out  during  the  year  dealing  with  minor 
contraventions  that  had  cone  to  light  during  the  course  of  inspection, 
and  upon  further  re-inspection  it  was  found  that  the  remedial  work  had 
been  carried  out  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

One  new  installation  cane  into  operation  and  three  transfers  of 
licenses  were  dealt  \7ith  during  1968. 

I V7ish  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  valued  and  prompt  assistance 
given  by  the  Chief  Fire  Office  and  his  staff  throughout  the  year. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACTS ,1956-1 968  - AIR  POLLUTION. 


The  principal  legislation  existing  today  is  embodied  in  the  Clean 
Air  Acts, 1956  and  1968. 

The  1968  Act  supplements,  extends,  and  in  part,  repeals  provisions 
of  the  1956  Act,  known  as  the  principal  Act,  which  suspended  the  Public 
Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  which  in  turn  amended  the  Smoke 
Abatement  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Fumes  and  gasses  from  industrial  processes  are  controlled  through 
the  principal  Alkali,  &c.  Works  Act,  1906,  amended  and  added  to  through 
the  course  of  tine,  and  administered  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Under  the  Clean  Air  Acts, 
smoke,  dust  and  grit  emissions  from  certain  scheduled  processes  are  also 
the  responsibility  of  the  Inspectorate. 

The  amended  sections  of  the  principal  Act  of  1956  were  brought 
into  force  on  April  1st  by  the  Act  of  1968.  On  May  1st  1968,  the 
Clean  Air  (Measurement  of  Grit  and  Dust)  Regulations  also  cane  into 
force  - these  Regulations  enable  the  local  authority  to  require  the 
making  and  recording  of  measurement  of  grit  and  dust  emitted  from  a 
furnace  or  oven  covered  by  section  7 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  the 
provision  of  the  necessary  apparatus  and  the  supply  to  the  local 
authority  of  the  results  of  the  measurements.  However,  there  are 
safeguards  in  certain  instances  to  the  industry  concerned  when  the  local 
authority  themselves  could  be  asked  to  undertake  the  work  of  measurement. 

The  chief  involvement  of  the  Acts  is  in  relation  with  the  British 
Steel  Corporation's  Steelworks  at  Llanwem  and  the  Aluminium  Works  at 
Rogerstone,  both  of  which  are  scheduled  processes. 

During  the  year, 12  breakdowns  of  fume  arresting  plant  occurred  at 
the  Llanwem  Steelworks  giving  rise  to  complaints  being  received  by  the 
department.  Immediately  any  breakdown  occurs,  the  management  contacts 
the  Akkali  Inspectorate  and  the  local  authority,  giving  details  of  the 
reason  for  failure  of  the  equipment  and  the  approximate  time  involved  to 
rectify  same. 

Complaints  were  also  received  from  local  inhabitants  at  Rogerstone 
of  fume  and  smoke  nuisances  arising  during  the  period  of  the  cryoliting 
of  the  furnaces  at  Castle  Works  of  Alcan  Industries  Limited. 
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The  management  in  all  cases,  notified  the  Department  of  their 
intention  to  carry  out  work  of  this  nature,  which  occurred  on  three 
occasions  during  1968. 

The  following  pages  shew  the  statistics  extracted  from  the 
Public  Analyst's  quarterly  reports? 


. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


1st  Quarter  1968 


LANGSTONEs 

Jan, 

Peb. 

filar 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

29 

35 

15 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

48 

85 

61 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

103 

107 

386 

UNDEEWOODs 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu.me.tre) 

37 

19 

26 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

56 

9 

3 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

290 

246 

305 

BISHTON  s 
Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

28 

31 

17 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

23 

17 

20 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

391 

301 

275 

LLANWERN s 
Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

54 

44 

27 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

50 

54 

53 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

308 

308 

449 

NASH; 


Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

33 

46 

13 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

37 

36 

29 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

147 

124 

260 

WHITSON  s 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

20 

23 

10 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

45 

46 

44 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/  day) 

241 

240 

228 

Remarks  s 

The  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  figures  show  the  usual  seasonal  changes, 
and  the  undissolved  solids  show  a more  normal  pattern  than  during  the 
preceding  quarter. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


2nd  Quarter,  1968 


LANGSTONEs 

Apl. 

May. 

Jun. 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

15 

14 

12 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

45 

43 

43 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

90 

122 

103 

UNDERWOOD  s 


Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

22 

28 

15 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

3 

13 

27 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

118 

** 

190 

BISHTONs 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

11 

17 

19 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

37 

40 

58 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.mefre/day) 

543 

391 

725 

LLANWERN: 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

20 

15 

17 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

40 

38 

33 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

538 

** 

453 

NASHs 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

* 

* 

9 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

* 

* 

24 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(mill igrammes/sq. metre/ day) 

122 

57 

257 

WHITSONs 

Smoke 

( mi c ro  gramme  s /cu . metre) 

7 

8 

4 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

36 

42 

59 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

115 

210 

116 

Remarks  s 

The  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  figures  show  the  usual  seasonal  changes, 
i.e.,  smoke  etc.,  fall  to  a low  level.  The  undissolved  solids  show  similar 
changes,  but  have  been  affected  by  heavy  rainstorms. 

* Low  intake  necessitated  fitting  new  pump  which  was  done  28th  May,  1968. 

**  Acts  of  vandalism  prevented  results  being  obtained. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


LANGSTONEs 

3rd  Quarter,  1968 

Jul. 

Aug. 

■ Sep 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

9 

14 

18 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

38 

38 

44 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

296 

282 

97 

UNLERWOODs 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/cu.metre) 

12 

16 

28 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

28 

35 

58 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( mil 1 i gramme s/s q . me t re/day ) 

422 

385 

148 

BISHTON  s 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

9 

14 

22 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

39 

35 

63 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/sq.metre/day) 

364 

213 

241 

LLANWERN  s 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

9 

13 

22 

SO  2 

( -do-  ' ) 

30 

28 

44 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

233 

388 

376 

NASHs 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

9 

13 

16 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

18 

15 

20 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

363 

141 

291 

WHITSON  s 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/cu. metre) 

4 

5 

7 

SO  2 

( -do-  * ) 

70 

63 

70 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/sq. metre/ day) 

123 

337 

143 

Renarks  s 

The  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  figures  show  the  normal  seasonal 
trends . 

The  undissolved  solids  at  Underwood  in  July  were  high  on  account 
of  a high  proportion  of  seeds. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


4th  Quarter,  1968 


LANGSTONE: 

Oct . 

Nov. 

Dec 

Smoke 

( micro grammes/cu. metre) 

23 

34 

44 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

41 

72 

70 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

129 

34 

97 

UNDERWOOD  1 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

36 

57 

65 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

50 

64 

88 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

181 

66 

88 

BISHTON : 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

26 

28 

40 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

50 

40 

66 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

467 

96 

131 

LLANWERNs 

Smoke 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre ) 

26 

27 

66 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

33 

32 

177 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

524 

373 

311 

NASH: 


Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

16 

28 

40 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

12 

33 

20 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

131 

139 

331 

WHITSON: 

Smoke 

(microgrammes/ cu. metre) 

10 

15 

32 

SO  2 

( -do-  ) 

39 

36 

21 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( mill  igrammes/sq.  met  re/'day) 

95 

95 

126 

Remarks  s 

These  results  show  the  normal  seasonal  variation,  both  smoke  and 
sulphur  becoming  worse  as  the  cold  weather  approaches. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


In  the  field  of  public  health  noise  is  rapidly  becoming  an 
important  subject  matter „ 

It  has  become  increasingly  recognised  in  recent  years  that 
noise  can  be  a source  of  irritation  and  however  successful  we  may  be 
in  tackling  other  environmental  problems,  we  shall  fail  to  create 
civilised  living  conditions  unless  ways  are  found  to  eliminate  the 
all-pervading  noise  so  many  of  our  activities  produce. 

We  must  not  become  a ear-plug  society. 

The  nuisance  caused  by  noise  depends  on  the  sort  of  noise  as 
well  as  its  loudness.  Intermittent  noise  is  usually  more  disturbing 
than  continuous  noise,  and  a high-frequency  noise  is  more  worrying 
than  a low  frequency  noise. 

It  was  becoming  obvious  to  the  Department  that  complaints  were 
steadily  on  the  increase  and  as  a result  a Sound  Level  Meter  (Battery 
type  Model  No.  2203  - Bruel  and  Kjaer  Limited)  was  purchased.  . I would 
hasten  to  add  that  since  the  purchase,  the  meter  has  frequently  been 
in  use. 


The  complaints  from  noise,  in  the  main,  arose  from  building  sites 
and  industry. 

Noise  from  building  operations  can  cause  disturbance,  damage  and 
danger.  It  frequently  disturbs  people  nearby  and  nay  preveht  then 
carrying  out  their  normal  work  efficiently.  On  a building  site,  the 
worst  noise  cones  from  contractors’  plant,  concrete  mixers,  concrete 
breakers  etc.  However,  guidance  as  to  dealing  with  noise  on  building 
sites  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Public  Buildings  and  Works  which 
proved  to  be  very  useful  indeed. 

Complaints  were  also  received  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  from 
residents  that  more  than  the  normal  amount  of  working  noise  was  emanating 
fron  the  British  Steel  Corporation's,  Spencer  Works  at  Llanwem.  As  a 
result,  many  readings  have  been  recorded  over  a period  of  tine,  resulting 
in  consultations  with  the  management.  I an  satisfied  that,  in  time, 
a satisfactory  solution  will  emerge  arising  from  the  representations  made 
to  the  firm  and  the  evidence  produced  by  the  Department. 

During  the  year  the  Department  dealt  with  7 complaints  of  noise 
all  of  which  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 


The  5 licensed  establishments  within  the  Rural  District  were 
regularly  visited  throughout  the  year,  and  all  premises  continued  to 
satisfy  "the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  following  are  the  registered  premises  which  were  granted 


renewal  of  their  existing  licences 
Name  of  Licensee; 

Mrs.  A.  Dodds. 

Mr.  D.J.  Jones  & 

Mrs.J.H.  Jones. 

4 

Mrs.  E.  Jackson. 


Mir.  J.J.  Jones  & 
Mrs.P.M.  Jones. 


Mrs.  A.E.  Pocock. 


for  the  year  1968s- 

Premises : Maximum  Number  of 

Animals  s 

Penlodge  Kennels,  25  Dogs  & 4 Cats. 
Llanvaches • 


Hunters  Lodge  20  Dogs. 

Kennels , 

Penhow . 

Aldonnels  Kennels,  30  Dogs  & 6 Cats. 
Llanvaches . 


Streamline  Kennels,  25  Dogs. 

Lower  Mt.  Pleasant 

Farm, 

Rogerstone • 

Pantreos  Kennels,  18  Dogs. 
Pan  tyre  os  Pam, 

Hennlys . 
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REFUSE 


I feel  that  comment  should  be  nade  with  regard  to  difficulties 
that  arose  during  the  year  with  obtaining  refuse  disposal  sites  within 
the  area.  Impending  danger  was  realised  with  the  closing  of  both  refuse 
tips  within  the  area.  The  Authority  was  reluctantly  faced  with  the 
serious  problem  of  finding  alternative  sites.  Indeed,  after  much 
searching,  the  land  was  just  not  available,  and  even  when  small  parcels 
of  land  were  acceptable,  objections  for  its  use  for  tipping  purposes 
T/ere  usually  very  strong.  The  situation  became  so  serious  that  our 
directions  were  even  focvssed  outside  our  area,  but  again  with  little 
profit  owing  to  strong  objections  by  the  local  people.  However,  it 
is  now  evident  that  strong  efforts  will  still  have  to  be  made  to  seek 
land  to  tip  outside  our  area  owing  to  the  impossible  situation  of  the 
inability  to  obtain  suitable  land  within  our  own  area.  Through  diligent 
and  increasing  effort  it  is  hoped  that  a satisfactory  solution  will  soon 
be  obtained. 

Once  again  the  deposit  of  litter  plays  a part  in  the  work  of  the 
department.  Even  though  a good  service  is  provided  by  the  local 
authority,  refuse  is  still  dumped  in  ditches  etc.,  thrown  away  by 
pedestrians,  and  out  of  vehicles ' onto  roadways.  Despite  the  provision 
of  litter-bins  and  the  anti-litter  laws,  a quick  look  at  any  beauty  spot 
or  bus  stop  will  show  that  habits  are  not  what  they  should  be.  The  country 
is  fast  becoming  indifferent  and  slovenly  in  its  attitude  towards  good, 
healthy  environment. 

Someone  has  said  that  litter  is  becoming  as  British  as  fish  and 
chips . 


However,  a step  towards  further  control  has  been  the  introduction  of 
the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967*  some  provisions  of  which  came  into  force 
during  the  year.  The  purpose  of  these  provisions  is  clearly  to  help  with 
the  disposal  of  unwanted  refuse  and  abandoned  vehicles  and  to  this  end  will 
serve  a useful  purpose  in  today’s  society,  but  as  I have  previously  mentioned 
finding  suitable  and  convenient  land  for  this  purpose  is  not  going  to  be 
easy. 


Briefly  the  Act  states  that  any  person  without  lawful  authority,  who 
abandons  refuse  on  any  open  land  may  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and  liable  to 
a maximum  penalty  of  £100  for  the  first  offence  and  £200  or  3 months’ 
imprisonment  or  both  for  any  subsequent  conviction. 


Much  trouble  has  been  caused  to  the  local  authority  over  the  years 
by  the  deposit  of  refuse  on  open  land.  Section  23  of  the  Act,  enables 
a local  authority  to  renove  from  open  land  any  material  which  has  been 
unlawfully  abandoned  and  in  doing1;  so  nay  recover  the  cost  of  removing 
and  disposing  of  the  refuse- from  the  guilty  person  - if  he  can  be 
identified. 


I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Council  Offices, 
Baneswell , 

Newport,  Mon.- 
NPT  4 ST 

Telephone  s Newport  64 181.. 
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